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RENEWABLE ENERGY TARGET — NATIONAL PARTY’S SUPPORT 

507. Hon SUE ELLERY to the minister representing the Minister for Regional Development: 
My question is to the minister representing the Minister for Regional Development, as the Leader of the 
National Party. 

Given that the Water Corporation continues to advise customers in the south west of our state that we have 
a drying climate and the impacts of our drying climate on farmers in the wheatbelt — 

(1) Is it the policy of the National Party to support action on greenhouse gas emissions to mitigate human 
induced climate change? 

(2) If yes to (1), does the National Party support Labor’s policy for 50 per cent renewable energy target by 
2030? 

(3) If no to (2), what target does the National Party support? 

(4) Does the National Party support increasing the renewable energy requirement for Western Australia 
beyond the current 20 per cent level? 

The PRESIDENT: Members in this house do not have provision to ask members questions in their political 
capacity. We have provision only to ask ministers and parliamentary secretaries or ministers in their 
representative capacities questions relating to the portfolios that they hold, not the political positions they hold. 
I know it is different in the other place; they can ask questions like that directly. Standing order 104 restricts 
questions only to public affairs relating to ministers’ portfolios, not their political parties. I am sorry, but I have 
to rule that question out of order. 

Point of Order 

Hon SUE ELLERY: Mr President, I accept your ruling for now, but I wonder whether I might ask you, with the 
greatest of respect, to have a look at the question to see whether the fact that it was directed to the Minister for 
Regional Development—I am asking about regional areas — 

Hon Michael Mischin: As the leader. 

Hon SUE ELLERY: It is my conversation with Mr President and not with the Attorney General. I have 
accepted the ruling; I am just asking Mr President whether he will look at the question later to see whether it is 
his view that the fact it is directed to the Minister for Regional Development would make it possible to ask? 

The PRESIDENT: I will undertake to do that. 

Hon KEN TRAVERS: I want to draw your attention, Mr President, to standing order 104(a), particularly the 
first part of that standing order, which states — 

Questions may be asked of — 

(a) a Minister or Parliamentary Secretary relating to public affairs with which the Minister or 
Parliamentary Secretary is connected … 

I have been in this place a long time and I have been here when questions have been asked of the Leader of the 
National Party, and that is treated as a matter of public affairs to which that minister is connected because of 
their role as the Leader of the National Party. The reference Mr President was making was to the final part of 
that standing order, which states — 

or to any matter of administration for which the Minister or Parliamentary Secretary is responsible … 

They are all ors and not ands, so I would ask you, Mr President, to consider the ruling that you have just given 
and the precedence of this house. 

The PRESIDENT: Members, in the back of my mind I recall an instance very similar to this. I have just been 
handed a document which records a point of order being taken by the very same member who has just got on his 
feet, back on 23 August 2012. I will digest all that in the context of the question asked and provide a ruling. 
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